








Conferences

English/Writing

Every few years, teachers of Writing 105 and
English and Textual Studies 142 from Project
Advance-affiliated high schools in Maine,
Michigan, New Jersey, and New York gather with
SU faculty for a three-day academic conference
held on the Syracuse University campus.

The conference provides a unique opportunity
for participants to learn from one another and grow
as educators. Sessions are designed and presented
by SU and high school faculty, along with faculty
from other universities, authors, and academic
leaders from across the country.

Forensic Science

Spring 2005 marked the first conference for forensic
science teachers affiliated with Project Advance.
Held at the Minnowbrook Conference Center, the
conference drew the forensic science teachers for

a weekend of lectures and activities that included

a simulated murder mystery experience in the
Adirondack settings. A combination of formal
lectures and ample unstructured time to share
experiences in implementing this course in the

high school setting provided teachers with a top-
quality professional development experience. This
conference is held annually each spring in lieu of the
spring seminar.

During the last three decades, changes in science
and technology have touched every area of human
knowledge and altered our concepts of the physical
universe, the natural world, and the humanities.
Those developments have changed what is taught,
altered how it is taught, and led to greater student
involvement in the learning process.

High school adjuncts for SU have participated
in that change, working side by side with their
University colleagues to move courses and
classrooms steadily ahead. Recently instructors
participated in course development in calculus,
cybersecurity, economics, forensic science, French,
public affairs, sociology, and Spanish.

The English Cabinet, a geographically distrib-
uted and elected council of high school adjuncts,
work with their campus colleagues to develop the
structure and pedagogy for the evolving English
and writing courses.

Course Recognition

Most students who submitted their official Syracuse
University transcripts received recognition in the
form of degree credit, placement in an advanced
course, and/or exemption from a similar course at
the colleges where they matriculated.

Students who have submitted transcripts and
did not receive recognition have given a variety of
reasons for this outcome:

* The student’s grades were too low.

* The college attended did not offer a similar
course.

* The college would not recognize a college
course that was also used to meet a high school
graduation requirement.

A few colleges exercise their prerogative of
refusing to recognize college courses taught in a
high school setting.

Since studies show that most students use their
Syracuse credit to broaden their overall college
experience rather than simply to graduate from col-
lege early, exemption and appropriate placement
are as important as degree credit to most students.

The value of the experience may well lie in the
courses’ success in introducing students to the
demands of college courses and testing their ability
to cope with these demands.



Research and Evaluation Studies

Project Advance recognizes the importance of evalua-
tion as a way to determine the success of students in
the off-campus and campus sections of the courses
it offers, to monitor and improve its staff develop-
ment efforts, and to learn how students who have
completed courses in Project Advance sections rate
their preparation for advanced courses in the colleges
where they matriculated after high school graduation.
Early studies established performance levels of
students in Project Advance sections by comparing
their work and grades received with those of stu-
dents enrolled in the same courses on campus. These
comparability studies demonstrated consistently that
students in the Project Advance sections perform at
least as well as their campus counterparts on college
examinations and assignments. They also demonstrat-
ed that grading standards were comparable in campus
and off-campus sections of the same courses.
Additional studies have examined subsequent
academic performance of students by grades reported
for higher-level courses taken during their first
year in the same subject area. Most former Project
Advance students reported a grade of B or higher
and rated their SU courses taken through Project
Advance as “excellent” or “good” preparation for
their subsequent college studies. Most students who
sent their Syracuse University transcripts to colleges
received recognition of their coursework in the form
of credit, advanced standing, exemption from a core
requirement, or a combination of these actions.

Campus Faculty

Project Advance employs regular Syracuse
University faculty members on a part-time basis
for each subject area offered through our program,
including accounting, American history, biology,
calculus, chemistry, college learning strategies,
computer engineering, cybersecurity, economics,
English, forensic science, French, German, infor-
mation technology, Italian, psychology, public
affairs, sociology, Spanish, statistics, and writing.
Their relationship to Project Advance is discussed
in this catalog under sections titled Selecting and
Training Teachers (p. 6) and Maintaining College
Standards (p. 7). Information regarding individual
faculty members is available at supa.syr.edu.

Some Clarifications

To avoid misunderstandings, we emphasize the fol-
lowing:

* Payment of tuition does not ensure Syracuse

University credit. Credit must be earned.

* Students who successfully undertake the
demands of college work as high school seniors
are generally regarded favorably by the col-
leges they seek to attend, but a student is not
automatically granted admission to Syracuse
University upon successful completion of courses
taken through Project Advance. Admissions
officers look at a broad range of characteristics
and activities in making individual decisions.
The Syracuse University transcript certifies col-
lege credit, but no college guarantees acceptance
of its credit by another college or university.
The student’s high school transcript does not
certify college credit. Only the college tran-
script certifies successful completion of
Syracuse University courses.

The high school grade for courses taken
through Project Advance may not be the same
as the University grade. The University grade
is determined by grading criteria established by
Syracuse University, whereas the high school
grade for the course is determined by grading
criteria established by the high school.

A clear understanding of the program and its
requirements is the result of close and frequent
contact between students and the adjunct faculty,
and the dissemination to students and administra-
tors of information that clarifies obligations, rela-
tionships, and procedures.
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